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Administration

The Foundation is administered by a Board of
Governors consisting of up to nine members. Up
to five directors are appointed by the Governor in
Council and four by the Nova Scotia Barristers'
Society. The members of the Board of Governors
in 2005-06 were:

AAppppooiinntteedd bbyy tthhee GGoovveerrnnoorr iinn CCoouunncciill::

Jonathan F.L. Davies, Q.C. (term expires June 1, 2006)

Christine A. McCulloch, Q.C. (term expires December 19, 2007)

AAppppooiinntteedd bbyy tthhee CCoouunncciill ooff tthhee NNoovvaa SSccoottiiaa BBaarrrriisstteerrss'' SSoocciieettyy::

Peter Green, Q.C. (term expired August 31, 2005)

Gerard Tompkins, Q.C. (term expires August 31, 2007)

Robert G. MacKeigan, Q.C. (term expires August 31, 2007)

Margaret M. MacKenzie (term expires August 31, 2006)

A. Robert Sampson (term expires August 31, 2006)

CChhaaiirr,, aappppooiinntteedd bbyy tthhee GGoovveerrnnoorr iinn CCoouunncciill oonn tthhee

rreeccoommmmeennddaattiioonn ooff tthhee CCoouunncciill ooff tthhee NNoovvaa SSccoottiiaa

BBaarrrriisstteerrss'' SSoocciieettyy::

Christine A. McCulloch, Q.C. (Appointment as Chair expires

December 19, 2007)

The Board meets four times per year, and reviews
grant applications at its winter meeting. The
Foundation employs a part-time Executive
Director, Kerry Oliver, and a part-time Executive
Assistant, Kathy Samson.

Information concerning the Foundation's funding
guidelines and grant application procedure may
be obtained by contacting the Executive Director,
or by visiting the Foundation's website at
www.nslawfd.ca. 
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REPORT FROM THE CHAIR

Celebrating 30 Years

This year marks the Law
Foundation's 30th anniversary.
After many years' work by the
Nova Scotia Barristers' Society,
the Foundation was created in
1976 by an Act of the Nova
Scotia Legislature to receive the
interest accruing on lawyers'
general trust accounts and to
give it back to the community in
the form of grants for law-related
programs, education and
services. The first Board of
Governors was appointed in
September 1976. R.J. Downie,
Q.C. chaired the first full meeting
of the Board on May 4, 1977. 

Much has been accomplished
since then. A grants budget of
$63,000 in 1978 has grown to
over $1.6 million in 2006. Since
its creation in 1976, the
Foundation has received
approximately $26 million in
revenue from interest on
lawyers' trust accounts, and
has paid out approximately $24
million in grants and
scholarships. These funds have

enhanced the entire system of
justice in this province by
promoting improvements in the
law, excellence within the
profession, and by helping
more than 250 organizations
make the law more
understandable and accessible
to the public. 

In its first full year of operation,
the Foundation received
$150,951 in revenue from
interest accruing on lawyers'
general trust accounts.
Revenue for the year ended
March 2006 amounted to
$1,831,753. A growing bar and
larger trust balances account
for much of the increase; in the
past year, the overall balance in
lawyers' trust accounts in the
five major banks in the province
amounted to approximately
$1.3 billion. Negotiations with
financial institutions have also
had a tremendous impact on
the Foundation's income,
producing more favorable
agreements resulting in more
money to fund more projects.
We value our partnerships with

the financial institutions and we
appreciate their support. 

The Foundation owes a debt of
gratitude to the individuals who
have volunteered their time and
expertise to serve on the Board
of Governors over the years.
During the past year, Peter
Green Q.C. completed his term
on August 31, 2005. Peter was
appointed to the Board in
August 1999 and served in
various capacities over the
years, including Treasurer and
as a member of the Investment
Policies Committee. He also
served as a Trustee of the Law
Foundation Scholarship Fund.
We owe special thanks to Peter
for his investment advice. 

It is also fitting in this 30th
Anniversary year to recognize
past Chairs of the Foundation:

I am pleased to present the Annual Report of the Law Foundation
of Nova Scotia for the fiscal year ending March 31, 2006. 

1976 - 1979   R.J. Downie, Q.C.

1979 - 1986   K. LeRoy Taylor, Q.C.

1986 - 1996   A. William Cox, Q.C.

1996 - 1998   Harry Wrathall, Q.C. 
(Acting Chair)

1998 - 2000   Goldie Trager, Q.C. 

2000 - 2003   John McFarlane Q.C.
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The Law Foundation's ability to
make grants depends on
revenue generated primarily
from interest on lawyers' pooled
trust accounts. The Foundation
keeps these funds invested
until distribution. Trust account
revenue fluctuates with the
balances in the trust accounts
and the prime rate of interest. 

The prime rate rose steadily
from 4.25% on April 1, 2005 to
5.5% as of March 31, 2006. As
a result, revenue earned from
interest on lawyers' trust
accounts increased from
$1,126,711 in 2004-2005 to
$1,831,753 in 2005-2006. 

Fluctuations in the Foundation's
income are reflected in the
amount of money paid out in
grants. A severe decline in the
prime rate could force the
Board to reduce or terminate
grants. Because of these
fluctuations, the Foundation
established a reserve fund in
1986 to be used to maintain
regular grants in periods of low
interest rates when current
income is insufficient to fund
these grants. 

At the beginning of this fiscal
year, the reserve fund had a
cost and market value of
$2,178,110 and $2,353,828
respectively. As of March 31,
2006, it had a total cost of
$2,305,861 and a market value
of $2,805,235. During the
2005/6 fiscal year, dividends,
interest, and realized gains on
disposal of investments totaled
$127,654, net of management
fees.

REVENUE RESERVE FUND GRANTS

The Foundation established a
trust fund in 1981 with an initial
grant of $200,000 to provide
scholarships to students
attending Dalhousie Law
School. There have been
several contributions by the
Law Foundation to the fund
over the years. The fund
provides scholarships valued at
$13,000 for students entering
first year, renewable in second
and third years. The fund also
provides fellowships at the
graduate level. 

In 2005-2006, 12 students
were awarded scholarships
totalling $185,000.00.  Five
entrance scholarships and
eight second and third-year
scholarships were awarded.
There was one graduate
fellowship of $20,000. 

Law Foundation
Scholarship Fund
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The Board of Governors strives to be accountable
in the distribution of funds received by the
Foundation from interest accruing on lawyers'
pooled trust accounts. To ensure that potential
grantees understand the application process,
assistance is available to those who need help
with their funding proposals. The Board
endeavours to be transparent and consistent in
its evaluation of applications. It takes into
consideration where programs will operate and
who will benefit from them, as well as whether
they fit within the Foundation's mandate.
Accountability extends to the careful assessment
and consistent monitoring of programs that
receive funding. 

One of the Foundation's challenges relates to
geographic distribution of funds. Keeping in mind
that the Foundation's revenue comes from all
across the province, the challenge is to distribute
it for the benefit of the entire province, to where it
is most needed and where it will have the most
significant impact. In 2005 - 2006, the Board took
a more proactive approach. In addition to
responding to applications submitted by
prospective grantees, the Board contacted all of
the Legal Aid Offices across the province to
determine whether they knew of unfunded needs
in their areas. Two new grants in Antigonish
resulted from this process. This year, the Board
was delighted to approve 26 grants totalling
$1,605,289, an increase of 40.9% over total
grants approved in 2004-2005. 

Approximately 76% of the grants will support
public legal education, public access to the law,
and law student education in Nova Scotia. The
remainder will promote the administration of
justice in the province and encourage research
and reform of the law. 

For purposes of this report, grants are
categorized according to the Foundation's four
mandated objectives. Activities of many of the
funded organizations fall under more than one of
the objectives. 

Grants Approved in 2005 - 2006

Legal  
Education  

44%

A dmin. of  
Justice  

9%

Research  
and Reform  

15%

Public  
A ccess to  
the Law  

32%

Grants According to Mandate

Grants Approved in 2005-2006
Breakdown by Mandate

Research and Reform 247,056

Public Access to Law 512,161

Legal Education 695,214

Administration of Justice 150,858

Total $1,605,289 
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Antigonish Women's Resource Centre
Justice Matters for Women - Legal Outreach in
Antigonish and Guysborough Counties 
(Public Access & Legal Education)

> > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > 60,853.00

Avalon Sexual Assault Centre
Core Funding (Public Access & Legal Education)

> > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > 68,071.00

Cape Breton Transition House
Preventive Education: Date Abuse & Spousal
Assault (Legal Education)
> > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > 56,336.00

Christian Council for Reconciliation - 
Prison Ministry
Core Funding (Administration of Justice)
> > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > 50,000.00

College of Continuing Education 
Municipal Law Symposium (Legal Education)
> > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > 3,500.00

Community Justice Society
New Canadians and Restorative Justice Phase II
(Public Access & Administration of Justice)
> > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > 49,300.00

Confederacy of Mainland Mi'kmaq
Mi'kmaq Legal Support Network
(Public Access & Legal Education)

> > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > 50,000.00

Coverdale Courtwork Services
Core Funding (Public Access & Legal Education)

> > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > 62,500.00

Dalhousie Law School
Entrance Scholarships for Nova Scotia Applicants

> > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > 50,000.00

Dalhousie Law School
Indigenous Blacks & Mi'kmaq Programme 
(Legal Education)

> > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > 129,509.00

Dalhousie Legal Aid
Core Funding (Research & Reform, 
Public Access & Legal Education)

> > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > 144,180.00

Elizabeth Fry Mainland
Core Funding (Research & Reform, 
Public Access & Legal Education)
> > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > 64,000.00

Elizabeth Fry Cape Breton
Core Funding (Research & Reform, 
Public Access & Legal Education)

> > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > 88,463.00

EPIC-IDEA Charity
Youth Peer Transformation 
(Administration of Justice)

> > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > 50,000.00

Halifax Refugee Clinic Association
Core Funding (Public Access & Legal Education)

> > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > 116,680.00

Law Reform Commission
Core Funding (Research & Reform)

> > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > 140,308.00

GRANTS APPROVED IN 2005-2006 



Legal Information Society of Nova Scotia
Core Funding (Research & Reform, Public Access 
& Legal Education)
> > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > 100,000.00

Mainline Needle Exchange
Community Based Legal Support and Education
Project (Public Access & Legal Education)
> > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > 47,770.00

Naomi Society for Victims of Family Abuse
Video - Senior Abuse/Neglect and the Law
(Legal Education) 
> > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > 45,948.00

Pro Bono Students Association
Pro Bono Students Canada at Dalhousie 
(Public Access & Legal Education)
> > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > 13,755.00

reachAbility Nova Scotia Association
Legal Programming Project 
(Public Access & Legal Education)
> > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > 38,947.00

Society of Deaf & Hard of Hearing Nova Scotians
Access Project - The Legal System (Public Access)
> > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > 5,000.00

Stepping Stone Association
Tipping the Scales (Public Access, Legal Education
& Administration of Justice)
> > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > 40,000.0

Tearmann Society for Battered Women & Pictou
County Opportunities for Men (New Leaf)
Public Education: Violence Against Women 
(Legal Education)
> > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > 25,884.00

Valley Restorative Justice 
Crime Prevention Educational Workshops (Legal
Education 
& Administration of Justice)
> > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > 36,785.00

YEAR THREE OF THREE-YEAR GRANT 

Dalhousie Law School
Classroom renovation and upgrades
($200,000 over 3 years)
> > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > 67,500.00

Total:
> > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > $1,605,289

Grants Not Disbursed
> > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > 40,506.89

Respectfully submitted,

Christine McCulloch, Q.C.
Chair
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TTeeaarrmmaannnn//NNeeww LLeeaaff -- PPuubblliicc
EEdduuccaattiioonn oonn tthhee PPrreevveennttiioonn ooff

VViioolleennccee AAggaaiinnsstt WWoommeenn 

"

"This program is invaluable in

assisting students in identifying

abuse and in identifying healthy

relationships.

Karen O'Hara, Executive Director,
Tearmann Society for Battered Women.

VVaalllleeyy RReessttoorraattiivvee JJuussttiiccee -- CCrriimmee PPrreevveennttiioonn 
EEdduuccaattiioonn PPrrooggrraammss aanndd WWoorrkksshhooppss

By working with these youth before and during the early

stages of conflict, we can become a preventive

programming resource addressing the root causes of youth

participation in criminal activities.

Marge DeBodt, Director, 
Valley Restorative Justice.

Robert Whitman and Stephanie Skidmore

"

"

EElliizzaabbeetthh FFrryy CCaappee BBrreettoonn

The Elizabeth Fry Society of Cape Breton is an

important component of the Criminal Justice System in

Cape Breton….. Our programs and services are utilized

by the courts, Crown, Legal Aid and other justice and

community organizations on a daily basis and have

proven our dedication to providing support to criminalized

women as well as monitoring the treatment of women in

prison and those involved in the justice system.

Darlene MacEachern, Executive Director,
Elizabeth Fry Society of Cape Breton.

Kathy Wagstaff

Jo-Ann Moss, Darlene MacEachern and Jane Mills

"

"
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Back Row: Dave Mollica, Scott Barry, Daniel Watt and Mary-Elizabeth Walker.
Front Row: Amy Anderson and Alayna Iutzi.

DDaallhhoouussiiee LLaaww SScchhooooll -- 
LLaaww FFoouunnddaattiioonn ooff 

NNoovvaa SSccoottiiaa SScchhoollaarrsshhiippss 

Dalhousie Law School competes

with other schools across the

country to attract the best and

brightest law students, and the

Law Foundation Scholarships

continue to be an essential

element of our success in this

effort.

Phillip Saunders, Dean, 
Dalhousie Law School

"

"

Back Row: Barry Waldman, Barb Donovan,Allyson Dunlop,
and Emily King. Front: Blair Hill and Wendy MacDonald.

Margaret Littlejohn, Bea LeBlanc 
and Bonnie Nicholson

EEPPIICC -- YYoouutthh PPeeeerr aanndd PPaarreennttss PPEEAACCEE PPrrooggrraamm

Our partners believe that the more time youth have

spent in the Youth Peer Program, the less time they

have spent in court, on probation, or in custody.

Barry Waldman,
Supervisor

"
"

CCaappee BBrreettoonn TTrraannssiittiioonn HHoouussee -- PPrreevveennttiivvee EEdduuccaattiioonn::
DDaattee AAbbuussee aanndd SSppoouussaall AAssssaauulltt 

It is ironic to think that education is our most valuable tool

in breaking the cycle of violence and funds are not

available to carry this out, with the exception of funds from

the Law Foundation.

Bea LeBlanc, Executive Director,
Cape Breton Transition House

"

"
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Mandate

The objects of the Law Foundation are "to
establish and maintain a fund to be used for
the examination, research, revision and reform
of and public access to the law, legal
education, the administration of justice in the
Province and other purposes incidental or
conducive to or consequential upon the
attainment of any such objects."  

The Law Foundation of Nova Scotia was
established under the Barristers and Solicitors Act
in 1976. Its central purpose is to receive and
distribute interest earned on lawyers' pooled trust
accounts in accordance with its mandate.



LAW FOUNDATION OF NOVA SCOTIA
Suite 606 Cogswell Tower, 2000 Barrington Street, Halifax, Nova Scotia

Tel: (902) 422-8335  Fax: (902) 492-0424 
nslawfd@nslawfd.ca

www.nslawfd.ca


