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Administration

The Foundation is administered by a Board of
Governors consisting of up to nine members. Up
to five directors are appointed by the Governor in
Council and four by the Nova Scotia Barristers'
Society. The members of the Board of Governors
in 2004-05 were:

AAppppooiinntteedd  bbyy  tthhee  GGoovveerrnnoorr  iinn  CCoouunncciill::

Jonathan F.L. Davies, Q.C. (expires June 1, 2006)

Christine A. McCulloch, Q.C. (expires December 19, 2005)

AAppppooiinntteedd  bbyy  tthhee  CCoouunncciill  ooff  tthhee  NNoovvaa  SSccoottiiaa  BBaarrrriisstteerrss''  SSoocciieettyy::

Peter Green, Q.C. (expires August 31, 2005)

Robert G. MacKeigan, Q.C. (expires August 31, 2005)

Margaret M. MacKenzie (expires August 31, 2006)

A. Robert Sampson, (expires August 31, 2006)

CChhaaiirr,,  aappppooiinntteedd  bbyy  tthhee  GGoovveerrnnoorr  iinn  CCoouunncciill  oonn  tthhee

rreeccoommmmeennddaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  CCoouunncciill  ooff  tthhee  NNoovvaa  SSccoottiiaa

BBaarrrriisstteerrss''  SSoocciieettyy::

Christine A. McCulloch, Q.C. (Appointment as Chair expires

December 19, 2005)

The Board meets four times per year, and reviews
grant applications at its winter meeting. The
Foundation employs a part-time Executive
Director, Kerry Oliver, and a part-time Executive
Assistant, Kathy Samson.

Information concerning the Foundation's funding
guidelines and grant application procedure may
be obtained by contacting the Executive Director,
or by visiting the Foundation's website at
www.nslawfd.ca
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REPORT FROM THE CHAIR

Since the Law Foundation of
Nova Scotia was established in
1976, it has awarded more
than $20 million in grants to
more than 250 organizations to
support legal programs and
services that benefit the people
of Nova Scotia. The programs
and services funded by the
Foundation also provide indirect
benefits to the legal profession
and the justice system. Many
programs guide and support
the clients who come to
lawyers for legal advice and
representation. Others provide
assistance to unrepresented
litigants before the courts. 

In 2004-2005, the Foundation
approved 19 grants totalling
$1,139,181, an increase of
20% over total grants approved
in 2003-2004. Approximately
73% of these grants will
promote legal education and
public access to the law in
Nova Scotia. The remainder will
support the administration of
justice in the province and
encourage research and reform
of the law. 

The Board of Governors strives
to be accountable in the

distribution of funds received by
the Foundation from interest
accruing on lawyers' pooled
trust accounts. To ensure that
potential grantees understand
the application process,
assistance is available to those
who need help with their
funding proposals. The Board
endea-vours to be transparent
and consistent in its evaluation
of applications. It takes into
consideration where programs
will operate and who will benefit
from them, as well as whether
they fit within the Foundation's
mandate. Accountability ext-
ends to the careful assessment
and consistent monitoring of
programs that receive funding. 

The Foundation's goal is to
make the best use of the funds
to support the best projects
that will benefit the most
people. With that in mind, the
Board implemented a formal
business planning process in
2004-2005 to identify priorities
and emerging issues, and to
ensure it continues to make
informed decisions that respond
to the needs of Nova Scotians.

The Foundation's
goal is to make
the best use 
of the funds to
support the 
best projects 
that will benefit
the most people."

"
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The Law Foundation's ability to
make grants depends on
revenue generated primarily
from interest on lawyers' pooled
trust accounts. The Foundation
keeps these funds invested
until distribution. Trust account
revenue fluctuates with the
balances in the accounts and
the prime rate of interest.

The prime rate fell in the second
quarter of 2004-2005,
reducing the average for the
year to 4.04% compared to
4.60% in 2003-2004. As a
result, revenue dropped from
$1,206,674 in 2003-2004 to
$1,100,712 in 2004-2005. 

With the prime rate at its current
level of 4.25%, the Foundation
is projecting an increase in
revenue in 2005-2006,
assuming balances in lawyers'
trust accounts remain stable. 

The Foundation has arrange-
ments with financial institutions
for payment of interest at
varying rates. We are pleased
to report that more favourable
agreements negotiated this
year with the Royal Bank and
with all Credit Unions in the
province should produce in-
creased revenue in 2005-2006.  

The Foundation established a
reserve fund in 1986 to be
used to maintain regular grants
in periods of low interest rates
when current income is
insufficient to fund these grants.
Most other Canadian law
foundations hold similar
reserves.

At the beginning of this fiscal
year, the reserve fund had a
cost and market value of
$2,008,178 and $2,189,406
respectively. As of March 31,
2005, it had a total cost of
$2,178,110 and a market value
of $2,353,828. During the
2004/5 fiscal year, dividends,
interest, realized gains and
changes in unrealized apprec-
iation totaled approximately
$141,440, net of management
fees.

REVENUE RESERVE FUND

With the prime
rate at its current
level of 4.25%,
the Foundation 
is projecting 
an increase in
revenue in 2005-
2006, assuming
balances in
lawyers' trust
accounts 
remain stable."

"



Law Foundation Scholarship Fund

The Foundation established a trust fund in
1981 with an initial grant of $200,000 to
provide scholarships to students
attending Dalhousie Law School. There
have been several contributions by the
Law Foundation to the fund over the
years. The fund provides scholarships for
students entering first year, renewable in
second and third years. The fund also
provides fellowships at the graduate level.
In 2004-2005, 17 students were awarded
scholarships totalling $180,000.00.  Five
entrance scholarships and eleven second
and third-year scholarships of $10,000
were awarded. There was one graduate
fellowship of $20,000.

In response to rising tuition costs, the
Trustees of the Fund have increased the
amount of the scholarship to $13,000 for
five students entering first year, renewable
at the same level in second and third
years. These changes will take effect for
the academic term commencing
September 2005.

2004-2005 Grants

The Foundation maintained a grants
budget of approximately $950,000 in
2003-2004 and 2004-2005 to counter
the effects of a 40% drop in revenue
during 2001 - 2002 and a 33% drop in
revenue in 2002 - 2003. Maintaining the

GRANTS

Grants According to Mandate

Research and Reform $222,260

Public Access to Law $345,943

Legal Education $492,614

Administration of Justice $78,364

Total $1,139,181

Legal 
Education 

43%

Admin. of 
Justice 

7%

Research 
and Reform 

20%

Public 
Access to 
the Law 

30%

Grants Approved in 2004-2005
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grants budget at this level for the past two
years has placed the Foundation in a
better financial position, thus allowing it to
increase grants for 2005-2006 to
$1,139,181. 

For purposes of this report, grants are
categorized according to the
Foundation's four mandated objectives.
Activities of many of the funded
organizations fall under more than one of
the objectives. 



Avalon Sexual Assault Centre
Core Funding (Public Access &
Legal Education)
> > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > 68,071.00

Cape Breton Transition House
Preventive Education: Date Abuse &
Spousal Assault Core Funding
(Legal Education)
> > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > 52,536.00

Community Justice Society
New Canadians and Restorative
Justice in HRM Project Funding
(Public Access & Administration 
of Justice)
> > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > 39,200.00

Coverdale Courtwork Services
Core funding (Public Access &
Legal Education)
> > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > 51,500.00

Dalhousie Legal Aid
Core funding (Research & Reform,
Public Access & Legal Education) 

> > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > 144,180.00

Dalhousie Law School
Indigenous Blacks & Mi’kmaq
Programme (Legal Education)
> > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > 81,000.00

Elizabeth Fry Mainland
Core funding (Research & Reform,
Public Access & Legal Education) 
> > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > 64,000.00

Elizabeth Fry Cape Breton
Core funding (Research & Reform,
Public Access & Legal Education)
> > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > 60,000.00

EPIC-IDEA Charity
Core funding (Administration of
Justice) 
> > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > 35,000.00

Halifax Refugee Clinic Association
Core funding (Public Access &
Legal Education)
> > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > 107,280.00

Law Reform Commission
Core funding (Research & Reform)

> > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > 125,000.00

Legal Information Society 
of Nova Scotia
Core funding (Research & Reform,
Public Access & Legal Education)
> > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > 100,000.00

Pro Bono Students Association
Core funding (Public Access &
Legal Education)
> > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > 13,720.00

reachAbility Nova Scotia
Association
Legal Programming Project 
(Public Access & Legal Education) 
> > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > 29,893.00

Society of Deaf & Hard of Hearing
Nova Scotians
Access Project - The Legal System
(Public Access)

> > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > 5,000.00

Stepping Stone Association
Downsizing Barriers: Responding to
the Sex Trade
(Public Access, Legal Education &
Administration of Justice)
> > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > 36,142.00

Tearmann Society for Battered
Women & Pictou County
Opportunities for Men (New Leaf)
Public Education: Violence Against
Women (Legal Education)
> > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > 25,684.00

Valley Restorative Justice 
Crime Prevention Educational
Workshops (Legal Education 
& Administration of Justice)
> > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > 33,475.00

YEAR TWO OF THREE-YEAR GRANT

Dalhousie Law School
Classroom renovation and upgrades
($200,000 over 3 years)

> > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > 67,500.00

Total:
> > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > $1,139,181

GRANTS REVOKED

Society of Deaf & Hard of Hearing
Nova Scotians
(Balance of 2004-2005 grant)
> > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > 2,782.04

Respectfully submitted,

Christine A. McCulloch, Q.C.
Chair

GRANTS APPROVED IN 2004-2005 FOR 2005-2006
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Mandate

The objects of the Law Foundation are "to
establish and maintain a fund to be used for
the examination, research, revision and reform
of and public access to the law, legal
education, the administration of justice in the
Province and other purposes incidental or
conducive to or consequential upon the
attainment of any such objects."

The Law Foundation of Nova Scotia was
established under the Barristers and Solicitors Act
in 1976. Its central purpose is to receive and
distribute interest earned on lawyers' pooled trust
accounts in accordance with its mandate. 

LAW FOUNDATION OF NOVA SCOTIA
Suite 606 Cogswell Tower, 2000 Barrington Street, Halifax, Nova Scotia

Tel: (902) 422-8335  Fax: (902) 492-0424 
nslawfd@nslawfd.ca

www.nslawfd.ca
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